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for there are differences amongst its inhabitants and con-
trarieties as marked and fully developed as are to be found
between European and Asiatic nations—wide differences
in language, beliefs, and customs.

A close study of the dissimilarities existing between
the Ojibways and Dakotas, who have more immediately
come under my observation, has led me fully to believe
that they are not descended from the same people of the
Old World, nor have they ever in America formed one
and the same nation or tribe. It is true that they assimi-
late in color and in their physical formation, which can be
accounted for by their residence in the same climate, and
sustaining life through the same means. Many of their
customs are also alike, but these have been naturally
similarized and entailed on them by living in the same
wild hunter state, and many they have derived from one
another during their short fitful terms of peace and inter-
course. Here all similitude between the two tribes ends.
They cannot differ more widely than they do in language ;
and the totemic system, which is an important and leading
characteristic among the Ojibways, is not known to the
Dakotas. They differ also widely in their religious beliefs,
and as far back as their oral traditions descend with any
certainty, they tell of even having been mortal enemies,
waging against each other a bloody and exterminating
warfare.

Assuming the ground which has been proved both
probable and practicable by different eminent authors,
that the American continent has been populated from the
eastern and northeastern shores of Asia, it is easy to
believe that not only one, but portions of different Asiatic
tribes found their way thither, which will account for the
radical differences to be found in the langunages of the
several stocks of the American aborigines.

Taking these grounds, the writer is disposed to enter-



